VILLAGE DISTRICT CONSULTANT

DATE: October 29, 2024

APPLICANT: 3 Big Shop Lane

Terrasole Restaurant

MEETING LOCATION: Town Hall Annex
Back Lower Level Conference Room

VDC MEMBERS:
(Place check next to those who attended)

CIm. Ascher [X]s. Benton 4. Goldfluss .. Heyman
[X1J. Kinnear Oe. Lounsbury Xlp. Maggi [X]s. Schrager
ALSO PRESENT: Scott Yandrasevich
APPLICATION: DSpecial Permit — New Building Osite Plan Approval
Special Permit — Additions DSign
O exterior Renovation Oother:
ACTION: Ovbc recommends design approval as noted

O vbc does not recommend design approval
O additional design studies/information requested

Other: We recommend approval of the railing and fence submitted but
not the additions

COMMENTS, EXCEPTIONS AND/OR RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS

The VDC refers to our comments from the October 15" VDC meeting, and this application should be
reviewed by the Ridgefield Historic Commission and the Ridgefield Historical Society.

The ‘Big Shop’ built in 1805-1810 is one of the few remaining commercial buildings in Ridgefield,
and its primary facade should not have additions which radically alter the building. Ridgefield has
been very fortunate to have commercial property owners who have restored iconic buildings in town
because they respect the town’s history and beauty. A few examples are the Prospector Theatre, which
was to be demolished; the Bissell building, restored as originally built after a fire leveled it; the
Ridgefield railroad station, totally reconstructed to its original design.

The Big Shop is among these iconic Ridgefield structures and should be respected by its current owner
and tenant. The Big Shop was condemned and slated for demolition but saved by its new owner at the

time, Bart Salano. A seating solution in a pavilion will not destroy the building’s character. Attached

find the building history compiled by Madeline Corbin, town historian at the time.

Vote
For approval of recommendations: 4 Against approval of recommendations: 0

BY: John Kinnear
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Statement of Significance continuea

throughcut the ninsteent :
with the names of men of stature in the political, culural and commercial

affairs -f the lown, and its Jone'!s Hall, a gathering place for public meet-
ings an: com:munity events, was -f significant value to the community.

5 semtury. Its acc’al history, moreover, is studded
;

The firi# owners of The Big Shop were Abijah Ressiguie and Chauncey
Olmeiend who started their "carriage manufactery” circa 18I0 - 1815.
Ressiguie, later the proprietor of the well kncwn Keeler Tavern, learned
the car-iase irade in 1806 at aze 15, as an apprentice in a six year old
industz;, born when the Rev. Samuel Joodrich (father of S. J, Goodrich
of "Peater Parley! fame) empleyssd an Fngliza "ohaise-maker! named Skel-
linger ts buil¢ a carriage, the firit ever made in Ridgefield,

Olmste.d and RKessicuie (a representative to the Legisiature and noted figure
in town life) wepre each membrrs of early Ridgefield families, Their business
prospesed, and the "Light Carrisge" they made in twenty-four styles bearing
names like "Lafastt’, "The Yaaxes' etc,, were extremely popular in the
South. A branch ofice was cpased in New Orleans, and around 1825 Albin
"Boss' Jenninzs was haired t> construct a large 'carriage manufactory” on
forme: Fealr Troun it the souih west corner of West Lane and Main Street
amid 2 small incustoial center zf *he time, and in the high traffic vicinity of
the Ke«ler Tavera.

Mr, Jeanings, = young cargantz~ from Weston, had settled in Ridgefield in
1812, marrisc s first zlizat’s Zzughter, and later became a Town Seleciman
and g wpresestaiive to the Legis/ature, The building he designed was a
large, two stoerizd "DV ghupeo sturscture, sided with unpainted clapboard, and
noticea ly laryser !n scale than its neighbors. In proportion and femestration,
it refle.ted the Padera! style ana shared other characteristics of New England
mills axd small factooizs of the raeriod., Although it no longer exists, there is
some rzason te beliere tha a Sell Cupola was once a part of the design,
Interic. space 1 the pegaec past and beam structure was probably undivided,

excert wr a small

with fe fher csdags walnscot, Finisned carriages were stored on this second
floor, and rexmcvasd (cr the publiz meetings and events held in the space called
Jone'!s Hall, (after i357)or almom a century, Among these was the Soldier's
Fair cuping -he Civii War, u lecture serins on "evoldion, club meetings and
church services, iLi: sanual sasuff=rls ball and the large political meeting
addreciza by ice . resident Hdancibal 'jarlin on his visit to Ridgefleld,

The first pa.inershic was 2issolved in 1807 and re-established by Olmstead
with Plalt Bauszii, (hiers witn ‘nteprests in the firm were Ressiguie and
Czar Jone, # well nowa o was 3 stice of the FPeace and Town Select-
man w15 had ze The Brush-Olmstead firm survived
for ower forty . astable employees was a future
mayor of Nerwsly (Welter Souini Zlias G. Hoyt, who made the trip
to Caliornia afins xole, ercssing the Rockies by foot in mid-winter!
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@, {he wnclosed stair to the second floor is still panelled
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- Kasles .y o-eals commercial importance and
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\g Shop wau oceupied by a shirt factory which employed
s e | ses cnirt (or ihe New York market known as
sre P ward H, Smith and D. Smith

2 and co= 2y of bhe Pidpefield Saving Bank and
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;b:rts and vi-riages of the nineteenth century obsolete,
ts Final plia:s becarm+ an apartment building for low in=

; : caramicroisd 1 a tere nent and was condemned for
resident:.; use ar. und

J470., it n-.: been usoccupied since then,



VILLAGE DISTRICT CONSULTANT

October 15. 2024

APPLICANT: 3 Big Shop Lane

Terrasole Restaurant

MEETING LOCATION: Town Hall Annex
Back Lower Level Conference Room

VDC MEMBERS:
(Place check next to those who attended)

Om. Ascher Os. Benton X1y, Goldfluss Xlu. Heyman
[X1J. Kinnear OG. Lounsbury  [XIP. Maggi [X]s. schrager
ALSO PRESENT: Scott Yandrasevich
APPLICATION: DSpecial Permit — New Building Osite Plan Approval
Special Permit — Addition O Sign
LlExterior Renovation Oother:
ACTION: CJvDC recommends design approval as noted

] vDC does not recommend design approval
[Xladditional design studies/information requested
Cother:

COMMENTS, EXCEPTIONS AND/OR RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS

The VDC recommends that the proposed pavilion structure for additional seating be freestanding,
not attached to the existing historic structure,with an almost flat roof and located at the lower
terrace. The maximum height of the structure should be 9°-0”. A canopy of fabric could provide
cover from the French doors.

We also recommend that the addition on the west have a gable roof, and the round window be
removed. The fence to be wood, stained to match the building.

We look forward to a resubmission.

Vole

For approval of recommendations: 3 Against approval of recommendations: 0

BY: John Kinnear




DATE: October 29, 2024
APPLICANT: 622 Main Street
Comer Cafe

MEETING LOCATION:  Town Hall Annex

Back Lower L evel Conference Room

AAC MEMBERS:

(Place check next to those who attended)

CIm. Ascher [X]s. Benton [0y, Goldfluss Oy, Heyman

X1y Kinnear e Lounsbury Xlp Magai Xls. Schrager

ALSO PRESENT: Lana Sexton

APPLICATION: DSpeciaI Permit — New Buildings [site Plan Approval
Cdspecial Permit — Addition [XIsigns — (two)
CIExterior Renovation Cother:

ACTION: [XIAAC recommends design approval as noted

[JAAC does not recommend design approval
ClAdditional design studies/information requested
Cother

COMMENTS, EXCEPTIONS AND/OR RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS

1) The AAC recommends approval of the two matching signs since this building faces Route 116 and
Route 35, and 1s a corner lot.
2) We recommend a 2" wide black border at the perimeter of each sign.

Vote
For approval of recommendations: 4 Against approval of recommendations: 0

BY: John Kinnear




ARCHITECTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

DATE: Qctober 29, 2024

APPLICANT: 323 Florida Hill Road

MEETING LOCATION: Town Hall Annex

Back Lower | evel Conference Room
AAC MEMBERS:
(Place check next to those who attended)
LM Ascher [X]s. Benton 1. Goldfluss [1J. Heyman
X1y Kinnear Oc. Lounsbury Xlp. Magai Xls. Schrager
ALSO PRESENT:
APPLICATION: DSpeciaI Permit — New Buildings Osite Plan Approval
Cdspecial Permit — Addition Osign
Clexterior Renovation [X]Other: Demolition permit
ACTION: CJAAC recommends design approval as noted

L1AAC does not recommend design approval
Xl Additional design studies/information requested
Cother

COMMENTS, EXCEPTIONS AND/OR RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS

The applicant has not submitted photos or a site plan showing the garage proposed to be
demolished.

No decision regarding the application will be made without photos of both structures.

Vote
For approval of recommendations: 4 Against approval of recommendations: 0

BY: John Kinnear




